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Bach 16 Concertos,BWV972-87 - D, BWV972 (Vivaldi: Concerto, Op. 3/9_RV230) 
Bortkiewicz 10 Etudes,Op 15 - D flat 
Cui A Argenteau, 9 pièces caractéristiques,Op 40 - Far niente 
Goossens Kaleidoscope,Op. 18 - The Punch and Judy show 
Grainger Ramble on themes from Richard Strauss's 'Der Rosenkavalier'. 
Haydn Capriccio,HobXVII/1. 
Liszt 6 Chants polonais Chopin,S480 - Meine Freuden Tarentelle Dargomizhsky,S483. 
Marx Schmetterlingsgeschichten - Praeambulum;Von der Waldglockenblume;Von alter Sehnsucht 
Poulenc Thème varié. 
Sciarrino Anamorfosi. 
Stojowski Deux Orientales,Op 10 - Caprice orientale 
A. Tatum Runnin' Wild. 
Anatol Ugorski , Boris Bloch , Igor Kamenz , Jonathan Plowright , Marc-André Hamelin , Jonathan Powell , Elena Kuschnerova , Edna Stern pfs 
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 Reviewed: Gramophone 2/2006, Jeremy Nicholas
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Pianists’ paradise: highlights from an addictive, blissful annual festival
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For those whose passion is to explore the bottomless treasure chest of overlooked and underrated piano works, for whom a week of piano recitals without a note of Schubert, Schumann or Brahms (except in transcription) must otherwise remain a dream, and for those pianists who like to stray into the Garden of Eden, the annual Husum festival is pianophile nirvana. 

The yearly disc of highlights is, of necessity, confined to shorter works and encores – no room for sonatas by Feinberg and Szymanowski (Powell) or the complete Iberia (Hamelin) among the many other substantial and meaty works on offer in 2004 – and this latest volume, culled from Husum’s unedited (ie unpatched) recitals, is one of the best of the series (this is No 16). A beautifully voiced and regulated instrument is common to all the performances: this, one feels, is how the piano should always sound – never less than lovely, exemplified here by Grainger’s Ramble on Themes from ‘Der Rosenkavalier’ (Kamenz), Cui’s Far niente (Kuschnerova) and Bortkiewicz’s D flat Study (Plowright). Edna Stern’s bubbling Haydn had me on the phone ordering the score in the vain hope that I might be able to emulate her. Other delights remain firmly beyond the grasp of all but a few – the dizzying Dargomizhsky-Liszt Tarantelle (Bloch), and Stojowski’s Caprice orientale (Plowright), a more disciplined yet no less thrilling account than Josef Hofmann’s, to say nothing of the uncanny impersonations of Tatum (Plowright again) and, in a different sense, Gene Kelly (Hamelin). The disc is completed by Peter Grove’s genial and highly informative booklet.
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